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Memo 
To  Providence Campus Community 

From  Marie Bernardo-Sousa, LP.D. ’92   

Date  February 11, 2022 

Re  COVID-19 Safety Protocols 

As cases of COVID-19 continue to decline across the state of Rhode Island, state leadership has 
announced certain changes in mandatory mask-wearing. As of today, Friday, February 11, the state is no 
longer mandating masks or proof of vaccination at businesses or other indoor venues. In addition, the 
mask mandate in Rhode Island schools K-12 will be lifted beginning Friday, March 4; however, schools 
will be free to decide on their own mask-wearing requirements. 

This change in the state mask mandate did not specifically address colleges and universities. Johnson & 
Wales University will maintain the COVID-19 protocol instituted at the start of the spring semester. The 
continued symptom screening, mask-wearing, and sentinel testing have played a significant role in 
keeping our case count low and maintaining a safe and healthy learning environment for our students, 
faculty and staff. While it is encouraging to see lower numbers of positive cases in our own community 
and across the state, it is important that we not let down our guard.  

We plan to reassess our current protocols in early March based on our own positivity rate, the state 
positivity rate, and our institutional vaccine booster compliance rate. (Please be reminded, the deadline to 
receive your booster shot is March 1, or within 30 days of you becoming eligible of receiving a booster.) If our 
JWU community’s booster rate is similar to our initial vaccination rate, it may allow us to pull back on 
some restrictions. 

Getting vaccinated is still our best defense against getting and spreading COVID-19 and its variants. We 
encourage everyone in our Wildcat family to get vaccinated and boosted. The university will be hosting 

http://www.jwu.edu/


two more vaccine clinics on February 22 and February 24 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Wildcat 
Center’s Delaney Gym. Both clinics will have Pfizer and Moderna vaccines. You can register at the links 
below (please note these URLs are not compatible with Internet Explorer): 

 

Tuesday, February 22 

• Pfizer 
• Moderna 

Thursday, February 24 

• Pfizer 
• Moderna 

 

Your persistence and dedication have allowed us to foster a safe and healthy spring semester so far. Thank 
you for your continued cooperation. 

 

  

https://www.vaccinateri.org/appointment/en/reg/4169970521
https://www.vaccinateri.org/appointment/en/reg/6012514969
https://www.vaccinateri.org/appointment/en/reg/4911296051EyQKmnx1Zwb8RN4dAEjNxCpH4I5PP59JjF9hT4U%3D&reserved=0
https://www.vaccinateri.org/appointment/en/reg/2694155109

